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NATIONAL HIGHWAY SYSTEM/Mandate on Minors' Blood Alcohol Limit
SUBJECT: National Highway System Designation Act of 1995 . . . S. 440. Byrd amendment No. 1446.
ACTION: AMENDMENT AGREED TO, 64-36

SYNOPSIS: As reported, S. 440, the National Highway System Designation Act of 1995, will designate the National
Highway System in accordance with the Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA). Failure to enact
bill by September 30, 1995, will result in all States losing their National Highway System and Interstate Maintenance funding
The Byrd amendmentwould withhold 5 percent of a State's Federal highway construction funds in fiscal year (FY) 1999 ar
10 percent thereafter if it did not have in effect a law by that year establishing that any individual under the agelwi®4 Wiood
alcohol concentration of .02 percent or greater when operating a motor vehicle would be considered to be driving whidglintoxic
or under the influence of alcohol.

Those favoringthe amendment contended:

The Byrd amendment builds upon the 1984 successful Federal initiative to pressure States into enacting 21-year-old mini
drinking age laws. That initiative withheld 5 percent of Federal highway funds from any States without such a law inteéfect by
end of FY 1985, and 10 percent for each year thereafter. Before that initiative, only 18 States had a 21-year-old miningum drir
age. Now every State has that minimum. The National Highway Administration has estimated that since 1984 8,400 lives anc
billion have been saved by this initiative.

As successful as this program has been, it has a glaring loophole. Though no one under 21 may drink in any State, the
alcohol content limits are the same for them as they are for people who may legally drink. Thus, a minor in a State dith a b
alcohol limit of .1 will not receive a drunk driving citation if he or she has a blood alcohol level of .09. This fact mkdersadt
minors that they are still able to get away with drinking some amount of alcohol and then driving. They should not be able to d
Teenagers are inexperienced both with drinking and driving. Combining the two is more deadly than it is for an older gegson--c
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fatal crashes involving teenagers, 40 percent are alcohol-related, and in one-third of those alcohol-related crashesatha driver
blood alcohol content of less than .09 percent. The Byrd amendment would establish a "zero tolerance" standard of NI@ percent.
State currently has such a standard, but every State should. By setting a limit of .02, any minor who drank even a tofy amount
alcohol would be considered legally drunk. This standard will save lives. We urge Senators, therefore, to vote in f&ymdof the
amendment.

No arguments were expressed in opposition to the amendment.



